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The Northern Ireland and North East Doctoral Training Partnership (NINE DTP) offers a professional placement scheme for PhD students in their second or third year of study. These placements allow organisations to access the advanced skills of a social science postgraduate researcher from one of our seven partner universities, typically for a three-month period, to deliver a focused piece of work or support strategic priorities.
If you are interested in offering a placement, please complete this form and return it to: research.nine@durham.ac.uk. All information will be treated confidentially and used to assess the opportunity and match it with a suitable student.

Guidance for host
This form can be used to share either a well-developed placement opportunity or an early-stage idea you’d like to explore with us. Please complete what you can, feel free to leave any unknowns blank or list possible options.
Section 1 – Host Organisation Information
	Organisation Name:
	

	Website (if available):
	

	Brief description of your organisation’s work (e.g. mission, focus area):
	

	Industry sector:
	

	Main contact for the placement:
Name
Job title
Email
Phone (if preferred)
	

	Will this person supervise the student during the placement?
	☐ Yes   ☐ No – If no, please complete below:

	Proposed supervisor
Name
Job title
Email:
	

	Primary location of placement:
	☐ Fully remote  ☐ Hybrid  ☐ On-site (address if known):

	Does your organisation have Employer Liability Insurance?
	☐ Yes  ☐ No  ☐ Not sure

	Does your organisation have Public Liability Insurance?
	☐ Yes  ☐ No  ☐ Not sure

	Does your organisation have a Health & Safety policy?
	☐ Yes  ☐ No ☐ Not sure

	How did you hear about NINE DTP and our placement scheme?
	



Section 2 – Project Proposal
	Working title of project (optional):
	

	Brief summary of the project or area of work:
	

	Intended output(s) (if any):
	

	Who might benefit from this project?
	

	Skills or background that would be helpful in a researcher (optional):
	

	What kind of support/supervision would you provide?
	

	Any other benefits to the student:
	

	How would you prefer to identify a student for this placement?
	☐ I would like NINE DTP to identify and introduce a suitable student based on the project details provided (matching process).
☐ I would prefer interested students to apply directly, and I will review applications and select a candidate.
☐ I would like to arrange a formal or informal interview with shortlisted candidates before making a final decision.
☐ I'm open to discussing the best approach with the NINE DTP team.

	If we are unable to match a suitable student from within NINE DTP, would you be happy for us to share this placement opportunity with our wider UK DTP network?
	☐ Yes  ☐ No  ☐ Maybe, please contact me to discuss

	Estimated timing (optional):
	Start:          
End: 
☐ Flexible   ☐ Not yet known



What happens next?
Return this completed form to: research.nine@durham.ac.uk
⬇
We’ll review your proposal and, if needed, work with you to develop it further
⬇
 Your placement opportunity will be advertised to our pool of high-calibre social science PhD researchers via NINE DTP’s platforms and networks
⬇
Expressions of Interest can be managed by NINE DTP (including eligibility checks and a first sift, if required)
⬇
If requested, you’ll review candidates and select via application, conversation or interview, whichever suits you best (we’re happy to help facilitate) 
⬇
Any necessary refinement of the placement or proposed research approach will happen in discussion with the host and the postgraduate research student
⬇
 Before the placement begins, a short agreement will be signed by you, the postgraduate research student, and their academic supervisor to confirm key details
⬇
After the placement, we’ll invite you to complete a short feedback form to help us improve the scheme
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